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The Stone Mountain Rally gave us a great opportunity to
congratulate Mary Sue Schaefer and Dick Griffith on their
recent marriage. They were treated to a toast of champagne and
showered with many fun gifts and best wishes. Mary Sue and Dick met
while camping in south Texas this past year. We wish them nothing but
happiness and joy for the remainder of their life together.
Since we are not having a Christmas Rally this year we are publishing the Winter Newsletter early to close out
the year. We could not have had a better closing of the Mid-South Roadrunners camping season than what we
experienced at the Stone Mountain Fall Rally.
The rally was hosted by Tom & Cile Gierhahn with co-host Rex and Peggy Shuping at the beautiful Stone
Mountain Park just east of Atlanta. The Park itself has so much to offer and things to do for everybody and the
Country Living Magazine Fair being held the same weekend made it even better.
Our Rally hosts did a superb job of planning events, activities and meals. For the early arrivals on Wednesday
evening we gathered for dinner at Provino’s Italian Restaurant in Snellville, GA. What a treat this was with some of the
best Italian food ever, especially the hot bread roles.
The opening welcome happy hour on Thursday was filled with fun and laughter as we celebrated the recent
wedding of Mary Sue & Dick Griffith as they opened the many “gag” gifts presented to them. We managed to dispose of
an entire case of champagne as we toasted the newlyweds. After the happy hour we were treated to one of Chef Tom’s
fabulous barbecue dinners with all the trimmings. Needless to say many of the ladies provided plenty of delicious
deserts to finish out the meal. We then had a “Meet and Greet” session where every couple stood up before the group
and told us the highlights of their life together. This was great fun and let us all get to know each other much better. We
also welcomed our visitors, Ronnie Jessup & Penny Coggings from Westfield, NC and Roger & Julie Ray from Coral
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Springs, Fl. We hope they both join us at our future rallies. Larry Hornsby and Roger Davis finished out the evening
with some very entertaining karaoke singing.
After a good night’s rest we were up and ready early to ride the “Duck” the next morning. This was a fun ride
on an amphibian vehicle that gave us a land tour of the park and then took us on a water tour of the lake. We had a
great time with our duck Quakers blowing at everyone we came upon. After the tour everyone was on their own for the
day until happy hour was convened again at 5:00pm. Most everyone made a bee line to the Country Living Fair where
we shopped and shopped and shopped. What a terrific event with all kinds of crafts, antiques and goods to choose from.
It was back to the campground where Chef Tom treated us again at dinner with some delicious Black Angus
hamburgers and hot dogs and once again the desserts were plentiful. We enjoyed sitting by the campfire and just
socializing with each other. Sometimes I think we don’t spend enough of our time together just sitting and talking to
each other and getting to know each other better.
Saturday was another day spent mostly at the Country Living Fair and touring more of the interesting sites in
the park. Don & Shirley Jett put on their hiking shoes and hiked to the top of Stone Mountain. Marshall & LeAnn had
done this the day before and it inspired Paul & Bernie Williams and Ray Easter to tackle the mountain on Sunday.
Although the weather had turned cold and windy with a slight drizzle, the hike is a beautiful hike with views of Atlanta
and miles beyond. Put this one in your bucket list.
Saturday evening was the highlight of the weekend. Beginning with another great Spaghetti Dinner by Tom &
Rex and then on to the Cross Roads at the base of Stone Mountain were we were entertained by an amazing Laser Light
Show. This was the last show of the season and was most interesting with a brief review of the history of Stone
Mountain Park, History of Georgia and Atlanta, History of Georgia Music and many more. This is a must see if you
ever visit Stone Mountain Park.
Sunday began with a church service by the campground ministry followed by another free day to take in the
Fair and tour the park or just relax. Sunday dinner was the “Soup & Corn Bread Cook-off”. What a treat this turned
out to be with ten to twelve different soups and corn bread recipes. Judging was done by everyone and it was nearly
impossible to select a winner. In the final recount, Mary Ellen Hornsby was awarded the best soup and Brenda Williams
the best cornbread. Congratulations to Mary Ellen and Brenda. This was a lot of fun and we will surely have to
schedule this again in the future. Also, on Sunday night the award for the best Halloween coach decorations was
awarded to Phyllis & Ray Easter. The rally was closed out Sunday night with lots of hugs and goodbyes and everyone
retired with full bellies and happy smiles.
During the week we had numerous conversations about fun things we could do and things that would make it
easier for everyone to remember each other’s name, especially now that we have a lot of new members. One of these
suggestions is to start wearing our name tags again. We do have Mid-South Roadrunners name tags that were
developed in early 2000 but we’ve gotten lax at wearing them. We may have to appoint a Sheriff to monitor this and
impose the proper fine on those that do not comply. We also need to co-ordinate wearing our Mid-South Roadrunners
T-Shirts a little better especially at FMA and other rallies we participate in. These things certainly help lift the spirit
and camaraderie of the group. More information on name tags and t-shirts will be forth coming. There was also a
suggestion that we develop a photo roster which is a great ideal. We will be working on this in the coming months.
Reminders:
•

The Tampa RV Super Show begins Jan 16th and ends Jan 20, 2013.

•

The FMA SE Region Rally will be held at Lazy Days beginning January 22 and ending Jan 27, 2013. If you
haven’t registered yet please do so now. There are only a few sites left available.
New Rally:

•

Larry & Mary Ellen Hornsby and Roger & Judy Davis will co-host our Spring Rally which will be held the
week of April 7th – 21, 2013. The actual dates will be on the registration form when it is ready for distribution.
The Rally will be held in Pine Mountain, GA near Calloway gardens. The final plans are underway and you
will be notified as soon as the details are worked out by our host. Put this week on your calender.

•

We now have a new location for Mid-South Roadrunners information. It will be on the new FMA website. Log
on to www.fma4fun.org and click on the chapter link to Mid-South Roadrunners. If you have any questions
please contact Linda Coleman who is the webmaster for FMA.

We look forward to seeing many of you at Lazy Days in January.
Ray Easter, President
“Live a good, and honorable life. Then when you get older and think back, you’ll enjoy it a second time”
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Stone Mountain Park Fall Rally
Country Living Magazine Fair
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