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Our featured members are Sam & Ginny Whitaker members of the Mid-South Roadrunners since
May 23, 2001. They have been active members of MSRR while also serving as President of another
Chapter of DOAI and President of the Fleetwood Travelcade Club. They were instrumental in the
Formation and co-founders of the Fleetwood Motorhome Association where they have served as
President since 2005. Their dedication and contribution to the RV Life Style for the benefit of others
Is unmatched. For this we anoint them “Honorary Life Members” of the Mid-South Roadrunners.

From the Prez:

We are taking this opportunity to recognize Sam & Ginny Whitaker as Life Time Honorary members of the
Mid-South Roadrunners. Phyllis and I first met Sam & Ginny when we attended our very first Discovery Owners
Association National Rally in 2001 in Pueblo, CO. We struck up a close friendship immediately that has stood the test of
time and they remain today as two of our closets and most respected friends. Sam & Ginny have dedicated themselves
for all these years to supporting, planning and expediting rally activities at Lazy Days and other locations for years.
They are co-founders of the original Fleetwood Motor Home Owners Association and have been the Registrar for the
FMA Eastern Region Rally at Lazy Days since the first rally was held in January of 2006. They have lead FMA through
some tough growing pains and have prevailed in their effort to make FMA the success it is today. They have dedicated
themselves to assuring that their fellow RV’ers enjoys the RV lifestyle and activities as much as they do. Thank you Sam
& Ginny for setting the example we can all follow, for your friendly smiles, for your enduring enthusiasm and
“stickability” with FMA, and for just being our friend.
It has been a beautiful Summer Season and we know that most all of you have really enjoyed your travels this summer
even during the hottest months. Phyllis and I really enjoyed our trip to the Fleetwood National Rally in Goshen, IN.
Fleetwood and the staff volunteers under the direction of Rally Masters Lynda and Steve Coleman did a fabulous job
organizing and expediting all the events of the rally. The volunteer crew is really becoming professionals at what they
do and many of them are our own MSRR members. Paul Williams did a terrific job as Master of Ceremonies and we
discovered that a number of our ladies have singing talent heretofore hidden with a great stage performance of
“YMCA”.
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If you have never visited Goshen, IN you should put it on your “bucket list”. Goshen is in the heart of Indiana Amish
country with so many beautiful farms to see, restaurants to eat at, museums to visit and flea markets to purchase junk
at, you just don’t want to miss it. The most fabulous museum is the RV Museum and Hall of Fame in Elkhart, IN. This
is a must see. You will witness first-hand the history of the birth and growth of the RV industry and the folks that have
made it what it is today. On top of all of this you can stop by the Fleetwood factory in Decatur, IN for a tour of the
factory assembly lines. There is so much to see and do in Indiana.
We had another great time at the Tom Johnson Annual Barbecue Rally in Marion, NC in September. Approximately
twenty five MSRR members showed up to enjoy the fun. Tom Johnson makes certain that you have good entertainment
and plenty to eat at their rally. It is a great rally for the children as well with lots of children’s activities and fun things
to do. There is a campground wide flea market that most everyone present participates in. You will be surprised how
much more “stuff” you can pick up for nothing and how much “stuff” you can get rid of. It’s also a good opportunity to
check out the newest and latest in motorhomes and other RVs. You should put this on your calendar for next year and
be sure to come.
Phyllis and I were able to attend a couple of other rallies this summer that we have not been able to make in a couple of
years. We attended the American Coach Chapter (ACC) rally at Rising Sun, Indiana hosted by Pauline and Ray Shea,
and we attended the FMCA Rally in Indianapolis, IN. Both rallies were full of fun and excitement, especially the $50 I
won at the Rising Sun Casino. We also were invited to Ruth and Jim Pearce’s home for a campout with some of our old
time ACA Mac Pac friends. What a great time we had and what great host and event planners Ruth and Jim are.
As you know, Tom and Cile Gierhahn are hosting the “Fall Festival at the Mountain” along with Co-Host Rex & Peggy
Shuping at Stone Mountain Campground, Stone Mountain, GA in October. The dates are October 25 – 29, 2012. The
rally flyer and registration form was e-mailed to all members this week and mailed to those that do not have e-mail
capability. This event is a COUNTRY LIVING FAIR presented by County Living Magazine, a fun, folksy & fabulous
show & sale of folk art, antiques, “Made in America” crafts, art, furniture, home décor & more. The event also features
Great Shopping – Home – Harvest - Antiques – Artisans, with over 150 booths to shop at. Contact Tom & Cile if you are
interested in a late registration. They will do their best to get you in.
Our annual Christmas Rally has been postponed and will be rescheduled for next. We need your input as to a location.
Charleston, SC, Pigeon Forge, TN, Stone Mountain, GA or others.
Finally the 2013 FMA Eastern Regional Rally will be held at Lazy Days January 23 – 27, 2012. If you haven’t preregistered do it now. Remember last year we were full with a waiting list. We only have 200 sites available at Lazy Day
so you need to log on to www.fma4fun.org to register.
Our spring rally next year will be held in Pine Mountain, GA just south of Atlanta during the week of April 8 th, 2013.
Tom & Cile have done preliminary planning for this rally but will be turning over the Rally Host functions to Larry &
Mary Ellen Hornsby. Unfortunately the campground in Colquitt, GA where Larry and Mary Ellen have hosted rallies
in the past has closed down. More information will be sent to you as the plans are finalized.
We want to take this opportunity to once again welcome all the new members that have joined us this year. They are:
Paul Dreyfus & Carol Panicucci-Athens Alabama, Wendy Gaynor-Englewood, FL, Tom & Janis Johnson-Doraville,
GA, Joan & Bruce Jones-Champlin, MN, Banks & Coleen Moorefield- Winston Salem, NC, Rayford & Wanda MyersStatesville, NC, Tom & Frances West Fayetteville, NC, Paul & Bernie Williams-The Villages, FL, and returning from a
short retirement is Ted & Peggy Misenheimer who just couldn’t stand to stay away from all the fun we have. With
regrets Jim & Lynda Fox will not be renewing their membership next year and joining a club closer to them in
Louisiana. We will miss you folks and wish you well.
We now have a new location for Mid-South Roadrunners information. It will be on the new FMA website. Log on to
www.fma4fun.org and click on the chapter link to Mid-South Roadrunners. If you have any questions please contact
Linda Coleman who is the webmaster for FMA.
Mary Ellen Hornsby has our new T-Shirts in stock which are a bright blue with the Road Runner logo on the left
breast. T-Shirts are $20 and if you want your name on the shirt it is an additional $5. Everyone needs to purchase a
shirt so we can display our club spirit. You should contact Mary Ellen at 1-229-774-2242 to purchase the t-shirts.
I don’t want to close without saying that our thoughts and prayers go out to everyone that is suffering with health
and/or medical issues yourself or with family members, and/or you have lost a close friend or relative. These are the
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worst experiences of our age bracket and we all must make every effort to keep a positive attitude and an unyielding
faith in God to help us through these depressing events.
Please let us know about your travel experiences so we can include them in future newsletters. We look forward to
seeing many of you at the Stone Mountain Rally and the rest of you at Lazy Days in January.

So, “Stay on the Sunny Side of Life” and we will see you down the road.
Ray Easter, President
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